OUR PERSONAL TRIP TO EMMAUS 

By Herbert Dominguez  

Last Sunday, we celebrated in worship the RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. The four Gospel writers gave proof of our Lord's appearance after His resurrection.  Paul records the evidences in I Cor. 15,  But His appearance on the EMMAUS ROAD was the most striking, inspiring and impressive account of our Lord's appearance. The Bible doesn't say anything about them, except that one of the men was named Clopas.  They lost their hopes. Up to His trial and crucifixion, they were excited with enthusiasm.  They met Jesus during His ministry:  1.They saw His miracles. 2. They heard His teachings and were impressed with Him.  3. They believed Jesus and took Him at His word.  When Jesus was with them all their cares and worries were placed on Him, for He talked to the multitudes about worry, anxiety, and care about the burdens of life.  On the road to Emmaus, they reflected and processed Christ's betrayal, arrest, crucifixion and death.  It was then that Jesus appeared to them.  They saw Him, but did not recognize Him.  No doubt they lost hope and their eyes were kept from recognizing Him, because their minds were occupied with themselves.  With their sense of hopelessness, they lost their joy in knowing that Jesus was with them.    No doubt, many of us can identify with the two men for: 
1. There is sadness when we are far away from home, family and close dear friends and surroundings.  
2.  There is sadness when our senior adults in their twilight years remember those happy days of activities with family and close friends at church.  
3. There is sadness at the open grave, when we lose our loved ones.  All these descriptions are elements and realities of our human situations.  
4. There is a spiritual sadness that is different from these and the cause of it is the feeling at times that the RISEN CHRIST is not by us, near us, nor in our lives.  
And that's the way the two travelers felt as they walked on the road to Emmaus.   It is worth noting that even though they lost their joy and gladness, they did not lose their DESIRE FOR THE LORD.  That afternoon, their conversation was all about the Lord Jesus Christ.  No doubt they never understood how much they needed Jesus until the day when they thought that He was gone forever.  They never understood how much they loved Him until He died.  They felt the loss of their Lord and Friend.  The interesting thing was that they couldn't forget Jesus and they kept talking about Him. In being with them, Risen Christ showed the supreme necessity of His death.  They still didn't get it; so Jesus led them to the Old Testament Scriptures beginning with Moses and the prophets, especially referring to Isaiah 53.  At this point they were entering the village of Emmaus.  They invited Jesus to stay with them.  As they were around the dinner table the GUEST who was invited to stay, became the HOST.  Luke 24:30 states: "When He was at the table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him and He disappeared from their sight."   When Jesus left them, they kept talking about what happened on their journey and in essence, they said to each other: "Didn't our hearts burn with in us while He talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to us."   If you have times of discouragement, hurt or disappointments, remember the words of Jesus:  "Don't let your heart be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. For the power that raised Christ from the dead, dwells in you."   May the celebration of the RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST bring renewal to each one and to our churches as the two men on the Emmaus road. 
