“God’s Blue Print for His Traditional Family”

By Rev. Larry Ginn

Great news! …The traditional family is not fading fast. I guess the question many of you may ask is who said it was fading fast?  In 2001 Newsweek magazine ran an article on the front cover that said “Why the traditional family is fading fast.” The premise of this article was featured because a few high profile female actors stated that they did not need a man to start a family and raise a child.
In Genesis 1 & 2 God clearly let’s us know that the family that He created is to have dominion over every thing on earth and to reproduce and multiply. The basic composition of the family from the old testament to the new testament changes, so it can be difficult to define the traditional family, however one thing is certain Genesis 2:27,28 lets us know a blessed family begins with and is between a man and a woman.

The structure of the Old Testament family was a larger patriarchal clan which included persons related by blood, marriage, slaveship and even animals (Exodus 20:10). The structure of the New Testament household family consist of one husband and one wife, children, relatives, slaves, servants and others who lived there for various reasons. 

Great News! …The roles that family members play have never changed and are the same in the Old and New Testament. The fathers’ responsibilities included begetting, instructing, disciplining and nurturing.  A father’s role was also to be loving, show divine mercy, and be compassionate (Palms 103).  The mother’s role was to provide love and care for the members of the family.  In order for a mother to carry out her role she must be the object of love, honor and praise (Proverbs 31). The importance of children is considered the proof of God’s love (Psalms 127:3-5). The role was to obey parents in particular the sons to their fathers. Children were trained in traditions of communities and in the meaning of wisdom (Proverbs 3:12). Ephesians 5:21-6:4 give us the guide how Christian families should live and inter act with one another. 

You might ask what this has to do with the 2001 Newsweek article “Why the traditional family is fading fast?” Our secular society is constantly trying to change the culture of God’s first institution the family. Jesus gave greater importance to relationships within the family of God than to the natural family (Matthew 12:50). The function of the family in the New Testament was guided by Christ like love, and the purpose of the family was to give witness to the love of God and bring people to a saving relationship with God through Jesus Christ, this creates the larger family of God.
News flash! …God gives words of comfort through one of his prophets! ”The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). 
God’s traditional family will never fade away!!!
