Charity

An excerpt of Oscar Garcia-Johnson, Rewriting the Soul: 40 ways to imitate Christ, day 6. (Coming in 2010)

We need charity in our lives in order to experience happiness. Indifference and apathy are the greatest enemies of charity. Indifference and apathy have the power to transform the other person in someone invisible and nonexistent for us. When we act with indifference we build human distance in the form of emptiness and neglect; we deprive the other of his opportunity to dialogue with us and subtract interpersonal esteem from the other person, in us.

Charity is the personification of care, esteem, and dialogue. In the Christian tradition, charity is understood as sacrificial loved whose source is found in God Himself (1 John 3:18). Charity is a visible way to worship the invisible God. We are not charitable to become godly people, but because we are godly people is that we are charitable. Charity is a Christian distinctive virtue that sprints out a solid relationship with God, our merciful Father.

Divine charity has a definite name and face, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God Self-revealed and Self-given to us as the greatest of all acts of love. In Jesus Christ we learn how to exercised sacrificial love; to be charitable out of the fact that God has loved us first then we transfer it forward to our neighbors. This is a new command in that it is a new style of loving with a new function: we are to love our neighbors not trying to correspond to their love but to transmit God’s love to them (John 13:34). This style of loving is at the core of charity for we can only give to others that which we have in us. A Christian without charity is a Christian without Christ’s love, which is the same as a Christian without Christ. It simply does not make sense! Jesus Christ is the author and developer of our love toward the other. How do we distinguish altruism and philanthropy from Christian charity? Perhaps by looking at the core of our actions, that is, a Christian charitable person will demonstrate God’s love through charitable actions toward those who are weak and poor and vulnerable and so incapable of corresponding his/her cares, company, and affection. Perhaps Jesus Christ meant it when he called his disciples to love their enemies because loving them would be more a matter of transmitting God’s love than receiving the enemies’ love.

