“The reward of the Suffering” 
By Pastor Ernesto Bermudez
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.”  Romans 8: 18-19
The Apostle Paul after dealing with the issues of The Law, Justification, Grace and the liberty of the Holy Spirit in Christ, now comes to this topic of been rewarded after our sufferings.
In verse 18 it says that he has come to a conclusion, that after very carefully studying his life in the ministry of his call, He reached a great point and declared that the sufferings of these present time is nothing compared to the great blessing that he will receive in the Lord.
Paul was a servant who really suffered persecution, beating, shipwreck, abandonment, jail, but nothing of these tribulations made him a quitter or a person that left everything, because he knew that his faith was put on the Lord. This makes us think and remember all those martyrs from the past who were thrown into the lions den, burnt at the stake and beaten to death, but through it all they never stopped praising the Lord.
I found something for us:
· Are we suffering for the cause of Christ?
· Have we taken our call seriously to the point of enduring suffering?
· Are the present problems like: Immigration, persecution, discrimination moving us away from the Lord?
· Have we shed any blood for the cause of being Christians?
The Bible say that we are blessed when for the name of Christ we are suffering, but if we are suffering for not being obedient, then we must study very carefully our call, our ministry.
If we are suffering, my brothers let’s have patience and faith, Christ has our reward, just a little longer, so please do not loose courage, if you are sick, feeling lonely, thinking that you are not bearing fruits in your minister, please hang on to the Lord. Everything has a time and in the time there’s suffering, so be strong and have faith like the Apostle Paul and then we can say with great joy “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13 (NASB)
God bless you,
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