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A while back that phrase was in currency to describe someone with impressive amounts of money, leisure, possessions and opportunity to pursue life’s pleasures.  It means a boost in social power by making larger footprints of prestige and celebrity.  Living large is the high life for big time players.  
But we’ve had our suspicions.  The news cycle shows a parade of famous persons who live large but foolishly, squandering their marriages.  We are all affected when big time CEOs live large but unjustly, leading their companies in moves that squander the trust of shareholders and speed financial collapse.  
We suspected there was more to life than living large.  Maybe it’s more about who you are and how you walk in God than whether your life circumstances and financial footprint are scaled large or small. 
Proverbs 30:24-28 points out some surprising details of God’s world; it invites us to take notice and draw some lessons.

Four things on earth are small,

yet they are extremely wise:

Ants are creatures of little strength,

yet they store up their food in the summer;

coneys are creatures of little power,

yet they make their homes in crags;

locusts have no king,

yet they advance together in ranks;

a lizard can be caught in the hand,

yet it is found in king’s palaces.

“Small”…yet “wise.”  These small neighbors of ours on the earth defy the assumption that only large creatures accomplish anything worth telling.  
If our choice is between two ways of life—living large yet foolishly and unjustly on the one hand, or being small yet wise on the other—this scripture suggests we choose the second.  
You may well find yourself on the small side of things.  In these days, so many have been forced to cut back, scale down, and get by with less.  That pretty much answers the questions of whether or when I will live large: “Small chance.”  But the question our text might want me to ask is, “Will I be wise?” 
Ants, coneys, locusts and lizards suggest you can be small, yet diligent…small, yet resourceful…small, yet effective…small, yet self-disciplined.  You may be small, yet you can be faithful with what’s been entrusted to you…small, yet surprised by God's possibilities.  These moves are within reach, yours, mine and God’s.  They are moves people make when thriving in a right relationship with God, walking in “the fear of the Lord” (Proverbs 1:7, 9:10).  Their fortunes may be small by some measurements, but they invest their lives in what God prizes highly. 
Does all this say anything to ordinary persons like you and me, ordinary churches like ours?  We get disheartened, dissatisfied, distracted when dreams of living large distance us from God’s primary call to faithfulness.  Four small neighbors on the earth remind us that it’s more about what we’re doing with what’s entrusted to us; God’s measurement is what counts.  Their example invites us to be wise.  
