IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GRAVE TO HOLD HIM
ACTS 2:22-24
By Pastor Susan Hernandez

Pilate, Caifas, the Pharisees, and the Roman soldiers thought that they had finished with the rebel from Galilee.  They had questioned him, they had beaten him, tortured him, and finally, they had crucified him.  And his followers buried him.  Definitely, according to all the laws of nature, and according to all logic, they were finished with this Jesus of Nazareth.

But no one understood that it was impossible for the grave to hold him.  The apostol John tells us that that three days after the crucifixion, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb but instead of seeing the cadaver of her Lord, she saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.  Jesus was not there, he had risen, just as he said he would.

Matthew tells us that on that same day, an angel came down from heaven and caused a great earthquake to remove the stone, and then, sat upon it, waiting for the women to come and prepare the body of Jesus, and he told them:  “Go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him.’”   

No, definitely, they were not yet finished with the crucified Lord Jesus Christ.

They had beaten him, but the pain and scars could not restrain him in death’s hold.  They ridiculed him, but ridicule and cynicism could not confine him in that cold darkness.  And finally, they crucified him between two criminals as if he himself was a hardened criminal, but the nails and the shame could not confine my Jesus to the tomb.

And that same power that formed the mountains and the seas, 
     And that same power that created the lion and the eagle,
	Is the same power that surged through him to break forth triumphantly from the tomb, defeating sin and death for all eternity.  He defeated the power of Satin over us forever.  He broke open the gates of hell, and thus opened up the doors of heaven.

And all because, it was impossible for the grave to hold him.

And if Jesus Christ could defeat all those intimidating and powerful forces, are our doubts too much to stop his mighty power?  Are our fears enough to limit his peace that surpasses all understanding?  Are our illnesses, our financial problems, our lack of faith, our anger, our hurtful past, or our sins, enough to stop his mighty power of salvation?  To stop his awesome power of redemption?  To stop his infinite love?

This week, when traffic is bad, when things don’t go right, when troubles seem to overwhelm us, remember who is on your side.  Remember who is willing to use his great power to bless you and transform your life.  The One who is so great, that it was impossible for the grave to hold him.
